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Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Thirtieth Report —  
“Agency Annual Reports 2008–09” 

Resumed from 19 August 2010. 

Motion 

Hon GIZ WATSON: I move — 

That the report be noted. 

This is another report from the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations to discuss—three in 
one evening. This report related to an initiative of the committee to hold hearings into annual reports, which we 
did in 2008–09. The committee was mindful of our broad terms of reference and mindful that annual reports are 
an important tool in assisting public understanding of the operations of agencies as well as ensuring financial and 
performance accountability to the Parliament. We note that the Financial Management Act 2006 requires 
departments and statutory authorities to prepare annual reports that are to be submitted to Parliament within 90 
days of the end of the financial year. The act also prescribes what the annual report shall contain. We held 
hearings in the months of October and November 2009 and we heard from the following agencies: the 
Department of Health, the Department of Environment and Conservation, Tourism Western Australia, Western 
Australia Police, the Department for Communities, the Office of Energy, the Department of Education and 
Training, the Forest Products Commission, the Department of Fisheries and the Department of Racing, Gaming 
and Liquor. We had good participation from committee members and other members of the Council. The report 
gives an overview of some of the particular areas in those annual reports that we looked at, but I just wanted to 
refer to a comment that we make on page 10 of the report about the lateness of a number of annual reports. The 
report notes — 

As stated at paragraph 1.4, annual reports are to be submitted to Parliament within 90 days of the end of 
financial year. Should an agency be unable to meet this timeframe, the responsible Minister is required 
to inform the Parliament of this, together with the reasons why the annual report could not be tabled 
on time and the anticipated date when the report will be tabled. 

In our process of looking across the board at annual reports and whether agencies were meeting those 
requirements to table within that 90-day time frame, we noted that a number of agencies had not tabled their 
annual reports within the prescribed time frame and had not notified Parliament as required under the FMA. We 
have noted that those agencies were the Country Housing Authority, the Department of Commerce, the 
Department of Housing, the Drug and Alcohol Office, the Forest Products Commission, the Housing Authority, 
the Perth Market Authority, the Pilbara Development Commission, the Professional Standards Council of 
Western Australia, the Real Estate and Business Agents Supervisory Board, the Settlement Agents Supervisory 
Board, the Small Business Development Corporation, the State Supply Commission, the Veterinary Surgeons 
Board of Western Australia, the Western Australian Meat Industry Authority, the Technology and Industry 
Advisory Council and WorkCover WA. Quite a number of agencies did not comply. We followed up this matter 
with the relevant ministers, and we also note in the report that as at the finalisation of the report, all late annual 
reports had subsequently been tabled. I think it is worth noting that the committee was keen to point out that a 
significant number of agencies were not meeting their requirements under the Financial Management Act. In the 
conclusion, we reminded agencies of their statutory obligations in relation to the tabling of annual reports and 
that when time frames cannot be met, the responsible ministers are in fact required to report to Parliament, 
together with the reasons and the anticipated date of tabling. We will continue this year to have the same level of 
monitoring of whether agencies and departments are conforming with their requirements, and we will report on 
whether there has been an improvement in that particular financial year. With those comments, I ask that the 
report be noted. 

Question put and passed. 

Progress reported, pursuant to temporary orders. 
 


